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In three weeks, the year 2020 will end. Incredibly, it has 
been a year largely devoid of any serious discussion of 

remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Hegel had 
observed earlier that history repeats itself, to which Marx 

1971-1990 ended. 

went wrong.

Many agree that 2020 unexpectedly became l’anno di 
vivere pericoloso, Sukarno’s ‘year of living dangerously’. But 
worse, it has been a disastrous year for most of the world 
for various reasons, Elizabeth II’s annus horribilis.

Vision and Hope

Vision 2020 aspired for a psychologically liberated, liberal, 

industrialised, prosperous, progressive, caring, 
economically just, united and civilised Malaysian bangsa 

rid of ketuanan Melayu’s supremacist racist pretensions.

Vision 2020’s forward-looking vision was elaborated by 
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Vision Lost

to secure ketuanan Melayu privilege.

Vision Betrayed

himself.

However, despite wishful thinking by some enthusiasts, he did not abandon his ethno-populist 

new partners in check.

enabling Bersatu’s February palace coup. 
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the Malaysia promised three decades ago by Vision 2020, and half a century ago, by the 

The Audacity of Hope

‘ethno-populist’ travesty? Is Malaysia condemned to keep replaying the same tragic 

from this sham? 

ethno-populisms. 

allowing occasional beams of light to inspire hope as we grope our way forward in this 
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